Lady Macbeth of the Mtensk District





Even under such a suppressive regime as was present after the 1932 resolution, music continued to flourish within the Soviet Union.  One of the areas that many Soviet musicologists and party leaders felt that was lacking in all of 20th century Soviet musical output was the modern opera.  Attempts at the form had been tried but most had failed miserably.  The opera would make an important propaganda tool for the communist Party if it were done correctly.  However many of the attempts at true opera in early 20th century Russia are not very good and as such the form did not become very popular with composers.





This all changed in 1934 with Shostakovich’s brilliant new work, “Lady Macbeth of the Mtsensk District”.  Shostakovich had originally planned to write a trilogy of operas, which he compared to Wagner’ Ring Cycle.  The trilogy was supposed to bring to the fore women’s issues and present women in a muc
